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seen in 13 March 2025, available at: (https://www.trademap.org/Bilateral TS.aspx).
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(M “Moroccan direct investments in Chad (2014-2022), Trade map (Switzerland: 2025) seen in
13 March 2025, available at: (https://www.investmentmap.org/investment/).

@ “Moroccan direct investments in Nigeria (2014-2022)”, Trade map (Switzerland: 2025) seen
in 13 March 2025, available at: (https:/www.investmentmap.org/investment).
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M “Moroccan direct investments in Niger (2014-2022)”, Trade map (Switzerland: 2025) seen in
13 March 2025, available at: (https://www.investmentmap.org/investment).
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M Abderrafie Zaanoun, “Morocco’s Atlantic Initiative and Potential Challenges to Regional
Leadership”, SADA (Washington: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, October 2024)
seen In 18 March 2025, available at (https:/carnegieendowment.org/sada/2024/)
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@ Salim Hmimnat, "Spiritual Security as a (Meta-) Political Strategy to Compete Over Regional
Leadership: Formation of Morocco’s Transnational Religious Policy Towards Africa”, The
Journal of North African Studies (London: routledge taylor & francis group, VOL. 25, NO. 2,
NOV. 2018) PP. 189 —227.
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™ Richard Cohen, “Cooperative Security: From Individual Security to International
Stability”, The George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies (Germany:
U.S. Department of Defense, 2001) seen in 15 August 2025, available at:
(https://www.marshallcenter.org)
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() Riccardo Fabiani, “Algeria and Morocco in Africa: Between Normal Competition and
Diplomatic Escalation”, IEMed Mediterranean Yearbook 2023 (Barcelona: European Institute
of the Mediterranean, 2023). PP. 208 - 211.
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() "Mission analysis. African Union Mission for Mali and the Sahel (MISAHEL)”, PSC Peace and
Security Council Report (Addis Abeba: Institue for Security Studies, Issue 58, May 2014),
pp.2-5.
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() Peter Yohanna Kazahchiang, ' ECOWAS 5(0: Promise, Pitfalls, and the Future," The Centre
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M Lorenzo Castiglione, ¢’ Le rivalita sommerse in Nordafrica’’, Istituto Analisi Relazioni
Internazionali (Roma: Luglio 2025) seen in: 1 December 2025, available at (https://iari.site/)
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! Sabina Henneberg, Amine Ghoulidi,” Balancing U.S. Relations in North Africa Without
Undermining the Abraham Accords”, Policy Analysis (Washington D.C.: The Washington
Institute for Near east policy, PolicyWatch 3817, November 2023). seen In 16 January 2026,
available at (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/)

2 idem.

3 Dr. Thami Fadil, “The American Foreign Policy toward Morocco during the Biden
Administration”, International Journal of Innovative Science and Research Technology
(Pennsylvania: Eastern University, Volume 9, Number 11, November 2024) pp. 1355 — 1356.
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! “Managing Tensions between Algeria and Morocco”, Middle East Report (Brussels:
International Crisis Group, Number 247, November 2024). P. 14.

2 Dr. Thami Fadil, “The American Foreign Policy toward Morocco during the Biden
Administration”, op, cit, pp. 1357 — 1358.
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! Zafer Aydin, “Diplomatic Fallout: Understanding the 20242025 France-Algeria”, Hariciye
Foreign Policy and Security Research Center (Ankara: August 2025) seen In 16 January 2026,
available at (https://hariciye.org/en/diplomatic-fallout)

2 Antonio Bhardwaj, “France and Algeria: Navigating a Complex Relationship Amidst
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Abstract:

This study examines the Moroccan—Algerian competition in the Sahel region
since 1999 as one of the most prominent forms of regional competition in Africa.
The study is set against the backdrop of the profound political and security
transformations that have reshaped the region, as well as the growing strategic
significance of the Sahel as a vital sphere of security, influence, and geopolitical
competition for both Morocco and Algeria.

This competition has evolved in the context of the two states’ efforts to
strengthen their regional standing, safeguard their strategic interests, and respond
to mounting security challenges, alongside the increasing involvement of regional
and international actors in the Sahel.

The study is guided by the following central research question: How has the
Moroccan—Algerian competition since 1999 affected the nature of relations in the
Sahel region? To address this question, the study adopts the National Interest
Approach to explain the behavior of both states in managing their competition
through an analysis of its determinants and the divergence in their strategic
priorities.

The study concludes that the future of the Sahel will remain closely linked to
the nature of Moroccan—Algerian relations, as this competition constitutes a key
determinant of regional stability. In this regard, the study proposes three possible
scenarios: the continuation of escalating competition, which appears to be the most
likely scenario; the managed containment of competition; and a shift toward
limited regional cooperation driven by political developments and regional and
international pressures.

Keywords: Morocco, Algeria, Sahel Region, Regional Rivalry, Regional
Security, Western Sahara, Regional Influence.
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approach.
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of its principal driving forces. Finally, the study concludes that the future of the
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managed containment of competition, and a shift toward limited regional
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